














THIRD INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON LITHOGRAPHIC LIMESTONE


Bergamo (Italy), August 1999





FIRST CIRCULAR





Following the first International Symposium on ‘Lithographic Limestone’, held in Lyon in July 1991, a second, successful meeting was organized in Cuenca, during the 1995 summer. There, as it was decided in Lyon, discussion not only concerned the few strictly Lithographic Limestones localities, but also the different kinds of  Fossil-Lagerstätten, focusing on the conservation deposits. All studies of the last years, in fact, suggest that these sites represent the future interest of Paleontology. Though Paleobiology is the chief object of the debate, a multidiscinary approach is essential to undestand the origin and significance of the Fossil-Lagerst(tten aa well as to find an explanation for the exceptional preservation of their organisms.  


During Cuenca symposium it was decided to hold the THIRD INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON LITHOGRAPHIC LIMESTONES in Italy, at the end of  August 1999. The choise is due to the recent discover of many new Lagerstätten, mainly in the Triassic and Cretaceous. Together with already famous sites such as Monte Bolca and Besano-Monte San Giorgio, the new localities will constitue an amazing challenge for all people interested in.


Since the first two meeting were foucused mainly on European localities, we hope that this third symposium will bring in consideration all the Lagerstätten, to have a world-wide situation of all the main fossil localities.





The multidisciplinary approach to the study of Fossil-Lagerstätten will be provided by specific scientific session on:


---protection and exploitation of the Lagerstätten as cultural heritage;


---field work, specimen preparation and  curation, study technics;


---geological setting, sedimentology and geochemistry;


---stratigraphy and paleoenvironment;


---taphonomy;


---paleobiological aspects (ontogeny, trophic web, biodiversity, etc.);


---taxonomy. 





During the scientific sessions, which will be hold in Bergamo, a half-day excursion to the Norian sites of the Calcare di Zorzino will be offered.


In addition, two field trips will be organized:


A- a pre-symposium excursion to mostly new Mesozoic sites, in South and Central Italy;


B- a post-symposium excursion to the most important localities in North Italy.





Facilities for exhibition of specimens and casts will be provided, with the possibility of exchange to implement teaching collections.


We all know the importance of media today: if the number of interested people is sufficient, a special section will be organized for short videos (15’-20’) regarding the sites and their fossils. In the case, awards (the PaleoOscar!) to the best ones can be arranged.





In the light of past experiences, only extended abstracts will be published in a special number of the Bollettino del Museo Civico di Scienze Naturali ‘E.Caffi’ di Bergamo.





Low-price accomodation for Bergamo, where there are also many good hotels, will be provided. Through local sponsorships, we also hope to cut the cost of the excursions, to allow a massive partecipation.





The second circular is scheduled for September, 1998.





Looking forward to see you in Bergamo, please circulate this announcement as widely as possible.


If you are interested in this symposium, please fill the attached questionary and send it before May the 1st, 1997 to





ORGANIZATION COMMITEE


III INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON LITHOGRAPHIC LIMESTONE


DIPARTIMENTO DI SCIENZE DELLA TERRA


UNIVERSITA’ DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO


VIA MANGIAGALLI 34


I-20133 MILANO - ITALY


FAX +39.2.70638261


E.MAIL: tintori@e35.gp.terra.unimi.it


                                                             renesto@imiucca.csi.unimi.it











..........................................................................................................................................








FAMILY NAME.......................................................


FIRST NAME........................................................


INSTITUTION.......................................................


ADDRESS...........................................................


CITY, ZIP.........................................................


COUNTRY...........................................................


FAX...............................................................


E-MAIL............................................................


I will attend the symposium               YES       MAY BE


I am interested in the excursion(s)       PRE        POST


I am interested in the video section      YES         NO    


SUGGESTIONS....................................................... 





�
PRE-SYMPOSIUM FIELD TRIP


It will be possible to visit some Mesozoic fossil sites, mainly in lithographic limestones, in both southern and central Appennines. The tentative program is:





First day--- Arrival in Naples. Registration. Visit at the Museum of Paleontology of the Naples University.


Second day--- Giffoni Vallepiana (Salerno), visit to the first known Norian vertebrate site in Italy.


Third day--- Pietraroja (Benevento) and Profeti (Caserta) Lower Cretaceous lithographic limestones.


Fourth day--- The Jurassic lithographic limestone of Bassiano (Latina).


Fifth day--- Arrival in Bergamo.





POST-SYMPOSIUM FIELD TRIP


During this field-trip we will visit a number of paleontological sites as well as the corresponding exhibitions with the possibility of a close observation of fossils. Tentative programm is:





First day--- Civico Museo Insubrico di Storia Naturale in Induno Olona; Ca’ del Frate locality (Uppermost Ladinian); one or two sites  of the Besano-Monte S.Giorgio fauna; Besano and/or Meride Museums.


Second day--- Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Verona, the new exhibition in Bolca and the visit to the Pesciara, the most famous paleontological site in Italy.


Third-fourth day--- Museo Paleontologico di Monfalcone, Museo Friulano di Scienze Naturali di Udine, Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Trieste and a few Cretaceous sites. Return to Bergamo and Milano. 











